GERMANS   IN   PARIS

cross the road at pedestrian crossings only. The penalty
for failing to do so is a fine of fifteen francs on the spot,
which must be paid to the policeman concerned, usually
a German. On the other hand, any member of the German
forces may cross wherever he pleases with impunity. One
afternoon I watched two German nurses gossiping at
leisure in the centre of the Place du Havre.

If the rules are made to assist control of Paris traffic,
so reduced now, then they should apply to all without
distinction. Is this the famous German discipline of which
so much is heard?

Here is another incident which I thought most un-
pleasant because of the place where it happened.

One Sunday morning, in a Paris church, a German
soldier was present at High Mass. He rose ostentatiously,
then knelt down and crossed himself repeatedly, feigning
deep religious ardour in front of the congregation, making
an exhibition of himself,

Detestable!

Until recently, hotel proprietors or managers did not
bother greatly about the exact status of their visitors.
If identity cards were produced at the reception-desk
little notice was taken. Now it is very different. Hotel-
keepers make certain of the identity of visitors, knowing
that the police, acting on Gestapo orders, no longer respect
the sleep of others. They will enter any room at night to
check identity papers.

The English bookshops have been taken over by the
authorities and turned into German bookshops. W. H.
Smith's shop in the Rue de Rivoli is now used for the
sale of Nazi publications only. Its windows display huge
photos of the Nazi leaders, swathed in ribbon which is
embellished with swastikas.

The British Embassy in the Rue St. Honore, and the
Palais de I'Mysee are both closed. The Cercle Interallie
has been taken over.

From the moment of their arrival the Germans began
to summon holders of safe-deposits to open them for
inventory. French securities have been returned to the
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